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Moving Toward Peace in Israel and Palestine

World Vision International Statement
February 25, 2005
World Vision welcomes the ceasefire between the government of Israel and the Palestinian Authority, announced on 8 February 2005. As a Christian, child-focused humanitarian organization with 30 years of experience in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), we acknowledge this as a genuine step toward peace, justice and security. We call on both sides to fulfill their ceasefire commitments.

We recognize the deep longing for change that permeates communities in the region, and we share in the cautious hope created by this agreement. World Vision is committed to doing our part as a civil society organization to support positive change. We urge the international community to seize this opportunity to help forge a true and lasting peace-one which would have positive, spill-over effects throughout the region and internationally.

We also caution that lessons from the failure of the Oslo Process must not be ignored. Further, the situation on the ground has deteriorated substantially since the beginning of the second intifada. Trust between Israelis and Palestinians has been severely eroded by the great suffering both have experienced. The humanitarian conditions in the OPT are dire. Palestinian governance structures are extremely weak, while Israeli settlement, road and separation barrier development in East Jerusalem and the West Bank have advanced enormously. Borders are being defined unilaterally.

In light of this history and of these current realities, we put forward the following as essential components in moving from a cessation of hostilities to political commitment for peace:

· International law and human rights conventions must form the basis of interim and final agreements. These include, inter alia, relevant UN Security Council resolutions, the Geneva Conventions, the rights of Israeli and Palestinian children as articulated in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the right of all parties to security within defined and recognized borders, the right to self determination

· Actions by either side that erode confidence and increase suffering must stop, including further settlement and separation barrier development, as well as acts of violence committed by state and non-state actors (i.e. Palestinian militant groups and Israeli settlers)

· The committed and consistent engagement of international players, especially the Quartet (USA, EU, UN, Russia), is essential in mediating, monitoring, supporting (through funding and diplomacy) and policing agreements. This is particularly important given the disparity of power between the two parties

(continued)

· Humanitarian conditions in the Palestinian territories must be addressed. This includes ending the policies of closure and movement restriction which have been widely recognized as the central causes of current levels of unemployment, poverty and food insecurity

· Democratic and accountable Palestinian governance structures must be supported and strengthened

· Local and international civil society organizations have a critical role in creating conditions for lasting peace. Political leaders on all sides must provide space for people-to-people peace initiatives and other efforts that allow the hopes and positions of ordinary people to shape solutions to the conflict

· Given the importance of the Holy Land to the three monotheistic faiths, religious leaders and communities in the region and internationally must fully assume their responsibility and role in reducing tensions and in articulating and working toward a future where all of God’s children in the region treat each other with mutual respect and recognize the humanity, rights and needs of all. 

