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What does love look like? 

Making love real and visible is at the very core of what World Vision 

does. And in our work, we are not simply funded but also inspired by 

the 607,319 Canadians, including 363,801 child sponsors, who gave 

to World Vision this year.

It is easy to lose sight of love in a world disfigured by poverty and 

injustice. Yet in the midst of heartbreak, we also see humanity at its best. 

In the poorest parts of the world, families are sacrificing to create 

a better life for their children. And Canadians continue to come 

alongside them to help — tirelessly and generously.

We are also grateful to the Canadian government, which provided 

$9.7 million in approved grants to World Vision for community 

development and emergency relief programs. 

Corporations contributed substantially as well, supporting many 

special projects and donating $58 million worth of goods that were 

shipped to 30 countries. With their help, we airlifted medicine and 

relief supplies to North Korea to aid flood victims. 

Again this year, congregations faithfully gave of their time and  

resources to help the poor through World Vision. We also appreciate   

our volunteers across the country who make our work possible in  

so many ways. 

Thank you to all our supporters for your encouragement and  

your compassion. 

At World Vision, we sharpened our focus in 2007. Our goal is to 

become a more responsive, resilient organization, resulting in better 

service for our donors and for children and families living in poverty. 

Our new multiyear strategy integrates child well-being, public 

transformation and organizational excellence. We plan to achieve 

even greater improvements in children’s lives through programs 

addressing health, food security and education. To do this, we will 

need to challenge and engage more Canadians, like you, in the fight 

against poverty.

We also introduced a new advocacy strategy, with a strong 

emphasis on promoting children’s rights. Here in Canada, we 

increased our efforts to end domestic child poverty — expanding 

to 52 projects in collaboration with 44 community partner agencies 

across the country.

Throughout this year I have been reminded of the obstacles we 

all face when it comes to putting love in action. People living in 

poverty struggle to move beyond basic survival so that their children 

can grow up healthy, hope-filled and empowered. Canadians struggle 

to look past our own backyards and see that everyone in our global 

village is our neighbour, worthy of our concern and support. 

Only love enables us to overcome these barriers — to reject 

despair and apathy — and be the people whom Jesus calls us to be. 

What does love look like? The answer can be found in our donors 

and in the people we serve. Most of you have never met, but your 

compassion and concern for each other transcends all borders. 

Simply put, you are what love looks like.

 

Dave Toycen 

President and CEO, World Vision Canada
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It has feet 
to hasten to the 
poor and needy.

Muchas gracias!

!
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When disaster strikes, World Vision is on the scene, 

moving swiftly to assist stricken communities until they 

are back on their feet.

On August 15, an earthquake measuring 7.9 on the Richter scale rocked Peru’s 

impoverished Ica region. In two terrifying minutes, 519 people died, 1,844 people  

were injured and nearly 70,000 families lost their homes.

Within hours, World Vision was distributing tents, blankets, clothing and food 

supplies to 9,300 of the worst-affected families.* Children were welcomed at World 

Vision centres, where they could play, learn and find the security and psycho-social 

support they needed to begin recovering. 

Simultaneously, World Vision was delivering emergency assistance to flood victims 

in South Asia and caring for displaced people in war-torn Darfur, Sudan. With funding from the Canadian International 

Development Agency, it provided increased access to water for 66,200 people in south Darfur and established health facilities 

benefiting 120,000 others in Sudan’s southern region. In all, World Vision responded to 68 emergencies worldwide in 2007.*

After the initial emergency has ended, World Vision continues to assist communities with long-term recovery. Two years 

after the earthquake in northern Pakistan that wiped out thousands of homes and livelihoods, new roads, irrigation channels, 

schools and sanitation systems are being built, providing people with much-needed jobs in the process. World Vision also trains 

community members in disaster-preparedness. This training helped to save people’s lives when Hurricanes Dean and Felix  

struck Central America in late summer.  

Love is caring for friends when they are  
in times of distress. 
Nguyen Thi Hong Hue,  
a sponsored child in Vietnam 

*�Achievement made possible by the worldwide partnership of World Vision donors and staff.   
Achievements not marked with this symbol were made possible by World Vision donors and staff in Canada.
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It has eyes to 
see misery 
and want.

Canadians who signed World Vision’s

petition calling upon the G8 to prioritize 

children in the fight against HIV and AIDS: 

Merci beaucoup!
T H A N K  YO U  V E RY  M U C H  I N  F R E N C H




